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INTERNATIONAL

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
Parliament amended an anti-
terrorism law Wednesday,
doubling the maximum prison
sentence for those convicted of
terror offences and allowing
security forces to detain
suspects for up to 60 days.
Rghts activists and opposition
parties had attacked the law as
repressive.

The Protection of Pakistan
Bill 2014 allows security forces
to detain suspects for up to 60

days without disclosing their
whereabouts or the allegations
against them. It also allows for
people who have been found
guilty of terror offences to go to
jail for 20 years, up from ten.

When the legislation was first
introduced as ordinance in April
it allowed for 90 days detention,
which Human Rights Watch
(HRW) and opposition parties
criticised.

Security forces had been
granted powers to open fire on
anyone they see committing or
“likely to commit” terror-
related offences, but the
amendment means now only
senior officers can “as a last
resort”.

— AFP

Pakistan amends anti-terror law

GIOIA TAURO (ITALY): The
operation to transfer Syrian
chemical weapons from a
Danish freighter to a U.S.
military ship ahead of their
destruction at sea kicked off
on Wednesday, expected to
last up to 20 hours.

With the vessels moored
stern-to-stern within a wide
safety zone set up around the
port of Gioia Tauro in Italy, the
first of 78 containers was
taken off the Ark Futura (in
picture) by crane and
manoeuvred onto the MV Cape
Ray by a vast climbing
platform.

The first three containers to
be transferred hold a total of
20 tonnes of mustard gas,

while the remaining 75 contain
among other things the raw
materials for Sarin nerve gas,
according to Italian media
reports.

Once the chemical agents
have been safely transferred,
they will be destroyed in
international waters in the final
phase of a programme to rid
Syria of its chemical arms
stockpile. — AFP

Transfer of Syrian weapons begins

ERBIL: The Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party hopes to deepen
political and economic ties
with India, a top leader of the
semi-independent region’s
ruling party has told The Hin-
du. “The reality,” Hemin
Hawrani, in charge of the
KDP’s international relations
wing, said “is that the old Iraq
is dead. In the future, there
may be a confederation be-
tween a Kurdish state, a Sunni
state, and a Shia state, or a
Partition — but we have to
move forward now, and see
India as an important
partner.”

India has been purchasing
Kurdish crude sold through
Turkish companies, local
media reported here last week
— a move which could poten-
tially raise hackles in Bagh-
dad, which has long argued
the region cannot independ-
ently trade oil. There is, how-
ever, little diplomatic contact
between the semi-independ-
ent region and India.

“There are thousands of In-
dian workers in Kurdistan,”
Mr. Hawrani said, “and there

are many Kurds studying in
India, or seeking medical
treatment there. We’d like to
welcome many more Indian
companies to Kurdistan, and
to see an Indian consulate in
Erbil.”

Mr. Hawrani’s remarks
come as Kurdistan, capitalis-
ing on the collapse of Iraq’s
national army, has pushed
forward to take control of ter-
ritories it has long claimed —
key among them, the oilfields
of Kirkuk. 

Iraqi Kurdistan president
Masoud Barzani — the patri-
arch of the KDP — has called
for the country to seize the
opportunity and push for full
independence. 

“Even without Kirkuk,” Mr.
Hawrani said, “we have the
ninth-largest proven oil re-
serves in the world, and plan
to significantly boost produc-
tion through the next five
years. We believe we have a
real contribution to make to
India’s energy security.”

“The challenge before us,”
Mr. Hawrani said, “is to sus-
tain the 10 per cent-plus
growth we’ve registered, the
fastest in the region, despite

all the wars raging around us.
The worst-case scenario for
us is that we have an Islamist-
run state to our west, and a
civil war to our south — but I
think we’ve demonstrated
this month that we can take
care of our borders, and be a
force for stability.”

Every fifth resident of Iraqi

Kurdistan, Mr. Hawrani add-
ed, was now a refugee from
Syria or elsewhere in Iraq.
“My brother,” he said, laugh-
ing, “has two neighbours who
have moved here from Bagd-
had, a Shia family and a Sunni
family, both of whom fled
their neighbourhoods after
threats from the other

community.”
“For the past ten years,”

Mr. Hawrani said, “we tried
federalism, but instead we got
growing centralisation, in-
competence and corruption.
Look at the reality: we’re a
new nation, but only 2.8 per
cent of our population live on
under $1 a day, while 28 per

cent of southern Iraq is below
that poverty line.”

Baghdad shut off funding to
Kurdistan in February, after a
bruising row over the sharing
of national oil revenues.

Maliki offers amnesty

AFP reports:
Prime Minister Nouri al-

Maliki offered a general am-
nesty on Wednesday in a rare
conciliatory move to under-
cut support for militants. 

Mr. Maliki’s surprise move,
made in his weekly televised
address, appeared to be a bid
to split the broad alliance of
jihadists, loyalists of executed
dictator Saddam Hussein and
anti-government tribes.

“I announce the provision
of amnesty for all tribes and
all people who were involved
in actions against the state”
but who now “return to their
senses,” excluding those in-
volved in killings, Mr. Maliki
said. 

It was not immediately
clear how many people the
amnesty could affect, but
analysts have said some form
of political reconciliation will
be necessary.

Kurdish leadership calls for better India ties
New Delhi must awake to new regional realities, oil-rich Iraqi region says
Praveen Swami

BUSINESS AS USUAL: Iraqi Kurdish residents shopping ahead of Ramzan at a
market in central Erbil last week. — PHOTO: REUTERS

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian teen
was abducted and killed on
Wednesday, Palestinians said,
accusing Israeli settlers of car-
rying out a revenge attack for
the deaths of three Israeli
youths. The accusation
sparked clashes with Israeli
forces and demands by the
Palestinian President that Is-
rael hold the killers account-
able. 

The latest claim stoked ten-
sions already heightened by
the deaths of the three Israe-
lis, whose bodies were found
this week 18 days after they
were abducted in the West
Bank, and a surge in fighting
between Israel and Palesti-
nian militants in the Gaza
Strip. 

Just hours after Israel bur-
ied the three teens, relatives of
Mohammed Abu Khdeir said

the 17-year-old was forced in-
to a car in a neighbourhood of
east Jerusalem before it sped
off. A burned body was found
shortly afterward in a Jerusa-
lem forest.

‘Israel to blame’

The youth’s relatives said
they believed he was killed by
extremist Israelis to avenge
the deaths of the Israelis. 

“Who else could do this?
There’s no one else,” said Saed
Abu Khdeir, the teen’s father.
He said he had spent the day
with police and given DNA
samples to help identify the
body, and was waiting for 100
percent confirmation from a
forensics lab. 

As of Wednesday evening,
police said the testing was still
ongoing. Police were also re-
viewing security camera foot-

age taken from the scene.
Relatives said the video
showed a car nearing the
youth, people stepping out
and then forcing him into the

vehicle as it drove away. 
In the West Bank, Palesti-

nian President Mahmoud Ab-
bas accused extremist Jewish
settlers of “killing and burning

a little boy” and demanded
that Israel “hold the killers ac-
countable.” 

As news of the youth’s dis-
appearance spread, hundreds
of Palestinians in east Jerusa-
lem torched light rail train sta-
tions and hurled stones at
Israeli police, who responded
with tear gas and stun
grenades.

‘Reprehensible murder’

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu called on au-
thorities to swiftly investigate
the “reprehensible murder”
and urged all sides “not to take
the law into their own hands.” 

In Washington, the Obama
administration condemned
the killing as a “heinous mur-
der” and called for the per-
petrators to be brought to
justice. — AP

Killing of Palestinian teenager triggers clashes

Palestinian protesters throw stones at Israeli police
during clashes in an east Jerusalem neighbourhood
on Wednesday. — PHOTO: AFP

PARIS: The former French
President, Nicolas Sarkozy, on
Wednesday denied he had bro-
ken the law after being charged
with corruption-related of-
fences and denounced what he
said was political interference
in the case.

In extracts of an interview
released by LCI television and
Europe 1 radio, Mr. Sarkozy
said: “I have never committed
any act contrary to the values
of the republic or the rule of
law.” “I have never betrayed
the confidence” of the French,
he added. It was to be Mr. Sar-
kozy’s first major broadcast in-
terview since he lost the 2012
Presidential election to Fran-
cois Hollande.

Mr. Sarkozy also decried
what he called “political inter-
ference in a part of the judi-
ciary” in the case — a
suggestion that opponents like
the ruling Socialists were be-
hind the case against him.

“In our country, which is the
country of human rights and
the rule of law, there are things
that are being organised,” Mr.
Sarkozy said. “The French
need to know what they are
and, in conscience and free-
dom, judge what to make of it.”

He said he was “deeply
shocked” by the charges, add-
ing that “everything is being
done to give me an image that
is not truthful.” Mr. Sarkozy
(59), was hit on Wednesday
with charges including corrup-
tion and influence peddling in
a dramatic legal move that
threatens to torpedo his hopes
of a political comeback. — AFP

Sarkozy denies
breaking the law

BEIJING: China has slammed
the move by Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s govern-
ment to reinterpret the coun-
try’s Pacifist Constitution to
enable a wider role for the Ja-
panese military overseas,
terming the decision “a brutal
violation” of the spirit of the
post-Second World War
Constitution.

Mr. Abe’s Cabinet on Tues-
day approved a reinterpreta-
tion of the post-war imposed
Pacifist Constitution that se-
verely limited the use of the
Japanese military, even when
on overseas peacekeeping mis-
sions. The reinterpretation
now allows for “collective self-
defence” that would permit
Japan to come to the aid of its
allies overseas.

That the move came amid
the most heightened tensions
between China and Japan in
many years over disputed East
China Sea islands and ques-
tions over war-time history

has prompted analysts in Beij-
ing to see the reinterpretation
as being directed at China.

“The new policy raises
doubts about Japan’s ap-
proach to peaceful develop-
ment. We urge Japan to
sincerely respect the rightful
concerns of neighbouring
Asian countries, diligently
solve any related issues, and
not affect China’s rights and
the stability of the region,”
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Hong Lei was quoted as
saying by the official Xinhua
news agency.

South Korea, which is also
embroiled in renewed dis-
putes with Japan over wartime
history — the question of Japa-
nese occupation remains a
sensitive issue in both China

and South Korea — called on
Tokyo to be mindful of region-
al peace and stability.

On Thursday, Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping will travel to
South Korea on a visit seen as
rare by Beijing observers as he
will not be visiting any other
country on his tour. 

Their recent disputes with
Japan are also likely to figure
during the visit, with the re-
cently warming of ties be-
tween the two countries
coinciding with their spats
with Japan. 

This week, South Korean
President Park Geun-hye hit
out at Tokyo for taking a “ret-
rogressive” attitude on the
question of wartime atrocities.

Qu Xing, the head of the
Foreign Ministry-affiliated
China Institute for Interna-
tional Studies, said on
Wednesday both countries
were “pressing Japan to cor-
rectly understand its histori-
cal issues and keep on high
alert against its right-leaning
trail”.

Japan’s defence policy shift slammed
Ananth Krishnan

A brutal violation of
the spirit of Japan’s
Pacifist Constitution,
says China

COLOMBO: United Nations ex-
perts on Wednesday called on
Sri Lanka to adopt urgent mea-
sures to stop promotion of ra-
cial and faith-based hatred,
and violence against Muslim
and Christian communities by
Buddhist groups with extre-
mist views, and bring perpetra-
tors of such violence to justice.

The U.N.’s call for religious
tolerance from the U.N. ex-
perts comes a fortnight after
the hard-line Bodu Bala Sena
(BBS) staged a large protest
rally in Aluthgama that result-
ed in inter-communal vio-
lence, during which four
people died and about 80 were
injured. 

Homes and shops owned by
Muslims, as well as mosques
were vandalised and some set
ablaze. Amid allegations that
the BBS was backed by Defence
Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapak-
sa, President Mahinda Rajapa-
ka’s brother, the Defence
Secretary in a recent interview
to Daily Mirror, a local news-

paper here, denied any invol-
vement with the BBS and said
he would resign if the alleged
association is proven.

Sri Lanka has been witness-
ing incidents of violent attacks
against religious minorities in
the last couple of years. Over
350 violent attacks against
Muslims and over 150 attacks
against Christians have been
reported in Sri Lanka in the
last two years, according to a
press release from the Office of
the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. Muslim and
Christian communities are re-
portedly subjected to hate
speech, discrimination, attacks
and acts of violence through-
out Sri Lanka frequently, it
said.

“This violence is fuelled by
the atmosphere of impunity in
Sri Lanka,” the Special Rappor-

teur on freedom of religion or
belief, Heiner Bielefeldt, said. 

Mr. Bielefeldt urged Sri Lan-
ka to guarantee the right to
freedom ‘of religion or belief of
members of minority religious
communities and stop any ad-
vocacy of racial and religious
hatred.

Alongside the BBS, other
groups promoting extremist
views in Sri Lanka, such as the
Sinhala Ravaya and the Hela
Bodu Powura, purport to be
the protectors of Sinhala
Buddhism.

These extremist groups re-
portedly proclaim the racial
superiority of Sinhala Budd-
hists and spread fear among lo-
cal population, for example,
through allegations that Budd-
ha statues are being bulldozed
by religious minorities, or that
evangelical Christians are for-
cibly converting youths and
sick patients in their hospital
beds, or that Muslims are
smuggling drugs and birth con-
trol pills in order to destroy
Sinhalese people and prevent
their reproduction.

U.N. urges Colombo to stop
promotion of ‘faith-based hatred’
Meera Srinivasan ‘Religious violence is

fuelled by the
atmosphere of
impunity’

WASHINGTON: An independent
privacy review board on
Wednesday defended the Na-
tional Security Agency (NSA)’s
vast foreign intelligence data
sweep efforts, despite objec-
tions from civil liberties
activists.

The Privacy and Civil Liber-
ties Oversight Board (PCLOB),
a panel created on the recom-
mendation of the 9/11 Com-
mission, formally adopted a
report which called the NSA’s
overseas surveillance a valua-
ble and legal tool.

The report, released to news
media on Tuesday, came in
sharp contrast to the same
panel’s rebuke of domestic sur-
veillance efforts earlier this
year. The NSA’s foreign sur-
veillance “only targets commu-
nications of particular
persons,” said the PCLOB
chairman David Medine.

“It is not a widespread col-
lection of information other
than [for] those who were tar-
geted based on the belief that
they’re non-U.S. persons out-
side of the United States with
foreign intelligence value,” —
AFP

Review defends
NSA surveillance

KABUL: A Taliban suicide
bomber struck a bus carrying
Afghan military personnel here
on Wednesday, killing at least 11
people. The bombing came as
the country struggles through
its first democratic transition
of power, with electoral
officials announcing that the

release of initial election
results has been postponed
until next week due to
allegations of fraud. 

The blast tore through the
green bus blowing out the
windows and leaving the
interior spattered with blood.

Afghan soldiers cordoned off
the scene as the bus was lifted
by a crane (in picture) to be
carried away. Defense Ministry
spokesman Gen. Mohammad
Zahir Azimi said eight members
of the Army were killed and 13
wounded. Three civilians were
also killed. The Taliban claimed
responsibility. — AP 

Suicide bomber kills 11 in Kabul


