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BEIJING: Army Chief General
Bikram Singh arrived here on
Wednesday for a three-day
visit — the first by an Indian
Army Chief in nine years —
aimed at boosting trust
between the militaries and
firming up plans for the most
comprehensive agenda yet for
defence exercises and
exchanges set to take place in
coming months.

General Singh will on
Thursday meet his
counterpart, General Fang
Fenghui who heads the
General Staff headquarters of
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA). He will also meet the
senior most ranking PLA
officer, General Fan
Changlong, who is one of two
vice-chairmen of the Central
Military Commission (CMC).
The CMC is the top most
military body, headed by
President Xi Jinping and
comprising 10 PLA officials
including the head of the
General Staff, Air Force, Navy,

Second Artillery Corps
besides the heads of political,
logistics and armament
departments.

With General Singh’s term
set to end at the end of the
month, the visit has in some
sense assumed less
significance than expected of
the first ever trip to China by
an Indian Army Chief in
almost a decade. The Chinese
side has, however, arranged a
full schedule for General
Singh, with meetings with the
two PLA Generals as well as

interactions with Vice-
President Li Yuanchao, who is
also a member of the
Politburo, and Executive
Vice-Foreign Minister Zhang
Yesui.

On Friday, he will deliver a
speech at the PLA’s National
Defence University. On the
agenda for the visit is firming
up plans for exchanges for the
coming year, including for
annual defence exercises set
to be held in India later this
year. The previous round of
the counterterrorism
exercises was held in China in
November last year — the first
such drills in five years. Both
sides are also in consultations
over the Chinese Defence
Minister, General Chang
Wanquan, visiting India later
this year. Defence ties have
warmed since last year,
following a suspension in
exchanges in 2010 sparked by
China refusing to host the
then head of the Northern
Command citing its
“sensitivities” on Jammu and
Kashmir.

Ananth Krishnan

Bikram Singh 

Army chief to meet PLA brass

KOLKATA: Amid growing clamour for action
against Trinamool Congress MP Tapas Pal
for his offensive comments, the party tried
to put an end to the controversy by saying
the matter has ended with Mr. Pal’s apology.

“[The] Party has accepted his apology,”
said Trinamool spokesperson Derek O’
Brien. “The party believes that the tone and
tenor of the letter was right and the matter
ends there.” He was speaking after attending
a meeting chaired by party chief Mamata
Banerjee.

After local channels telecast Mr. Pal’s
speech in which he threatened to kill CPI
(M) workers and “unleash his boys to rape”
their family members, the MP wrote to the
party on Tuesday and apologised “unreser-
vedly for [his] remarks.”

Ms. Banerjee said on
Tuesday Mr. Pal had

committed a “big
blunder,” but gave
ample hints that she
did not plan to take

any action against the
MP. “What should I do?

Kill him?” she had
asked

mediapersons.

Tapas issue ends with
his apology: Trinamool
Shiv Sahay Singh

NEW DELHI: India has become the first country
to ratify the Marrakesh Treaty to facilitate
access to published works for persons who are
visually impaired, or otherwise print disabled.
The Treaty was adopted by 79 member
countries of the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO) on June 27, 2013, and
India ratified it on June 24 this year.

India handed over the Instrument of
Ratification to WIPO at the 28th session of the
Standing Committee on Copyright and Related
Rights in Geneva. 

The Marrakesh Treaty will come into force
once 20 countries ratify it. The treaty requires
signatories to adopt national law provisions
that facilitate the availability of published
works in formats like Braille that are accessible
to the blind and allow their exchange across
borders by organisations working for the
visually impaired.

The treaty will facilitate import of accessible
format copies from the member states by the
Indian authorised entities such as educational
institutions, libraries and other institutions
working for the benefit of the visually
impaired. This will also facilitate translation of
imported accessible format copies and export
of accessible format copies in Indian languages.

India ratifies Marrakesh
Treaty for visually
impaired

Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI: Governors
appointed by the previous
Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance
government will have to go.
The National Democratic
Alliance government will
continue to push them to quit,
said a senior government
source on Wednesday.

“They are political
appointees and there is no
way they can continue in Raj
Bhavans. We have sufficient
levers at our command to
ensure that they quit,” the
source, speaking on condition
of anonymity, told The Hindu.

Four Governors have quit
after the BJP-led NDA
government started nudging
the appointees of the previous
government to resign. 

The source said that in 1998
when the BJP gained power at
the Centre, Governors were
not disturbed but in 2004, the
Congress “publicly dismissed
the Governors”.

Following the dismissals, a
2010 Supreme Court
judgment by the UPA

government had put
restrictions on the power of
the Centre to remove
Governors. “Change in
government at the Centre is
not a ground for removal of
Governors holding office to
make way for others favoured
by the new government. ….
The power will have to be
exercised in rare and
exceptional circumstances,”
the apex court had observed.

Though the SC judgment
allows room for the Centre to
remove the Governors, if the
affected individuals challenge
the decision in a court it can

lead to a messy tangle that the
BJP government appears keen
to avoid. The government is,
therefore, not likely to disturb
some Governors who have
only a few weeks left before
their term ends.

However, the government
seems determined to dismiss
the Governors of Goa and
Kerala, B.V. Wanchoo and
Sheila Dikshit, respectively, if
they do not take the cue and
resign, sources added. Mr.
Wanchoo is likely to be
questioned as a witness in the
VVIP AgustaWestland
chopper scam case. 

Varghese K. George & 
Vinay Kumar

UPA-era Governors have to go, says Centre

Sheila Dikshit Bharat Vir Wanchoo 

WASHINGTON: The U.S. State
Department on Wednesday
said that it hoped that the
National Security Agency’s
authorisation to conduct
surveillance on India’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party would
not impact bilateral ties,
adding that diplomats from
the U.S. Embassy in New
Delhi had met their
counterparts at the Ministry
of External Affairs over this
issue.

In a briefing, Department
spokesperson Jen Psaki
noted that since January 17
U.S. President Barack Obama
had “made clear that he has
instructed his national
security team as well as the
intelligence community to
work with foreign
counterparts to deepen our

speeches and remarks since
Edward Snowden, former
NSA contractor-turned
fugitive whistleblower last
summer gave top-secret
documentation on these
spying programmes to several
media outlets.

Ms. Psaki also looked ahead
to the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the U.S.,
slated for late September,
around the time of his
participation in the United
Nations General Assembly in
New York City.

She said, “We have a deep
and broad partnership with
India… We look forward to
continuing discussion on a
full range of bilateral and
regional issues. As you know
there has been an invitation
issued for a visit, and we’re
looking forward to that
hopefully in the fall.”

coordination and cooperation
in ways that rebuild trust
moving forward.”

Though she declined to
provide any specifics on the
conversations between the
U.S. and Indian diplomats
over the latter’s complaints
about the shadowy Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act
Court (FISC) granting the
NSA authority to snoop on
the BJP in 2010, Ms. Psaki
said that such conversations
were “ongoing as it relates to
these specific reports.”

There would be a
continuation of private
diplomatic conversations, she
added. The spokesperson also
underscored that Mr. Obama
had taken up the issue of
mass global surveillance by
the NSA, including on close
allies and partners of
Washington, in multiple

Narayan Lakshman

U.S. hopes NSA surveillance 
on BJP will not affect ties

ERBIL: Indian construction
workers trapped in Mosul
have been press-ganged to
build earthworks and defen-
sive fortifications by Islamist
insurgents holding the city, a
senior Kurdish security offi-
cial told The Hindu. The men,
Kurdish security services be-
lieve, are in various locations
in the city’s Sunni-dominated
quarter on the west bank of the
Tigris River.

“There is no sign that ISIS
intends to use the workers as
hostages and there has been
no demand for a ransom ei-
ther. Food and fuel are run-
ning short in Mosul, so the
workers are probably facing
considerable hardship,” the
source said.

The families of the 39 Indi-
ans trapped in Mosul, many of

whom were in contact with
their loved ones until a fort-
night ago, said ISIS had prom-
ised the men safety and even
offered to help secure back
wages from their employer, a
Dubai-based construction
firm.

ISIS has executed Iraqi mil-
itary officials and killed large
numbers of Shia and Christian
Iraqis, but there have been no
reports so far of threats to the
hundreds of foreign workers
trapped in territories it con-
trols. The Hindu had, earlier
this week, interviewed refu-
gees from Mosul saying they
had seen South Asian workers
labouring at ISIS defensive
positions.

Kurdish officials believe
there is no imminent prospect
of Mosul being freed from ISIS
control, though Iraqi combat
aircraft have staged attacks

outside its urban limits. Iraq’s
Ramzan counter-offensive has
succeeded in opening the high-
way running north from Bagh-
dad to Mosul.

However, the disorganised
Iraqi offensive has so far been
unable to clear ISIS from
towns along the way, like Tik-
rit, despite air support and
overwhelming superiority in
numbers and equipment.

City peaceful

Hammad Hassan, a refugee
who briefly visited Mosul earli-
er this week, told The Hindu
that the city was peaceful with
communication services as
well as some offices and shops
still functioning. 

The governance of the city,
he said, had been taken over by
officers of former dictator Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime, who
was overthrown by the United

States in 2003. ISIS fighters,
however, roamed the streets,
imposing a strict religious code
of conduct on residents.

Mosul was attacked on June
9 by an ISIS unit seeking to free
over 2,000 jihadists held in the
city’s Badush prison — many
held in the course of an insur-
gency. The attack, which in-
cluded multiple ambushes and
car-bomb strikes, panicked
Iraq’s 2 Division and 3 Division
— with at least 60,000 troops
on-ground — into abandoning
their positions and fleeing.

Following the defeat in Mo-
sul, the 4 Division, deployed at
Salahuddin, and the 12 Divi-
sion and 5 Division, stationed
for the defence of Kirkuk, also
abandoned their bases and an
estimated $7 billion worth of
equipment.

“The best available intelli-
gence suggests ISIS had no in-

tention of capturing the city. It
was as surprised as the rest of
the world by how quickly the
Iraqi army melted away,” the
Kurdish official said.

Kurdish Peshmerga forces
have positioned themselves at
Mosul’s suburbs, but say they
will not move into the city un-
less ISIS attacks civilians on
the east bank of the Tigris,
home to Christians and Sha-
bak, or Shia Kurds.

Kurdish troops have, howev-
er, fought ISIS around al-Ham-
daniya, Kirkuk and Jaloula,
using tanks and artillery, pro-
tecting areas populated by eth-
nic minorities and pushing
back Islamist forces in an ef-
fort to create a buffer around
their borders.

Forty Peshmerga have been
killed in the fighting and over a
hundred injured, the Kurdish
official said.

Indians in Mosul used for forced labour
Sources say there is no sign that ISIS intends to use the workers as hostages 

Praveen Swami

WASHINGTON: Karnataka ap-
peared to be the site of hectic
activity for India’s covert ura-
nium enrichment pro-
gramme as well as a secret
testing ground for armed
drones, according to satellite
photographs and other evi-
dence compiled by a U.S.
think tank.

The discovery that India’s
nuclear establishment has
pressed forward into the
early development stages of a
Special Material Enrichment
Facility (SMEF) came as the
second instance of the veil of
secrecy surrounding a nucle-
ar facility being pierced in
less than two weeks, in the
same Indian State.

On June 20, IHS Jane’s re-
vealed that India was possibly
extending the Mysore Rare
Materials Plant into clandes-
tine production of uranium
hexafluoride that could theo-
retically be channelled to-
wards the manufacture of
hydrogen bombs.

This week the Washing-
ton-based Institute for Sci-
ence and International
Security (ISIS) suggested
that the country appeared to
have followed through on its
publicly announced inten-
tion to build the SMEF and
started constructing a large
enrichment centrifuge com-
plex near Chitradurga, Kar-
nataka, where, between 2009
and 2010, approximately
10,000 acres of land was al-
legedly diverted for various
defence purposes.

Long-range drones

Within this walled-off
tract, 1,410 acres in Ullarthi
Kaval and 400 acres in Khu-
dapura were allocated to the
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre for developing the
SMEF, ISIS said. The report
added that a further 4,000
acres in Varavu Kaval and
290 acres in Khudapura were
allocated to the Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation for developing and
testing “long-endurance [48-

72 hours] Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles [UAVs] and Un-
manned Combat Aerial Vehi-
cles [UCAVs].”

So far as the drone pro-
gramme was concerned, April
17, 2014 Airbus commercial
satellite imagery appeared to
show two areas isolated with
10 km and 5 km walls, as well
as a 3.5 km runway and a
secondary runway that was
“clearly visible” south of this
area, believed to be in
DRDO’s test centre for long-
endurance UAVs and UCAVs.

Evidence supporting these
conjectures was compiled
from commercial satellite
photographs attributed to
Airbus, as well as publicly
available information, noted
ISIS, including reports by en-
vironmental groups that have
sought to challenge the siting
of the BARC facility in Karna-
taka as illegal.

ISIS report authors David
Albright and Serena Kelleh-
er-Vergantini said the new
facility “will significantly in-
crease India’s ability to pro-

duce enriched uranium for
both civil and military pur-
poses, including nuclear
weapons,” and urged India to
therefore announce that the
SMEF would be subject to
International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards, commit-
ted only to peaceful uses.

N-suppliers warned

The report also alerted
other governments and sup-
pliers of nuclear-related dual

use goods to the need for vigi-
lance “to prevent efforts by
Indian trading and manufac-
turing companies to acquire
such goods,” for either plant.

At the heart of India’s ap-
parently strong enrichment
thrust is an urgent need for
Highly Enriched Uranium for
the indigenously developed
INS Arihant nuclear-power-
ed ballistic missile submarine
and probably for nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons.

Second covert defence site in Karnataka: report
 Narayan Lakshman

NEW DELHI: As the security sit-
uation in Iraq deteriorates,
the government has prepared
a two-phased plan to evacuate
Indians, designating Najaf,
Basra and Baghdad as the no-
dal points of exit, if such a
contingency arises.

“During the first phase we
will use commercial flights to
evacuate as many Indians as
possible through Basra, Najaf
and Baghdad,” official sources
who did not wish to be named
told The Hindu. The plan is
designed for the evacuation of
6000-7000 Indians using
commercial flights of various
airlines, including Iraqi Air-
ways, which may deploy spe-
cial flights to facilitate the
exit.

The foreign office has de-
ployed six-member teams at
immigration points in Najaf,
Karbala and Basra. These
teams are providing passes
and other documents to those
individuals who do not have
valid passports, enabling
them to clear immigration in
the host country. Some of the
individuals are being assisted
to clear fines that they have
incurred with the help of the

Indian community welfare
fund.

There is an apprehension in
official circles that the situa-
tion in southern Iraq could
worsen as there appears to be
a planned attempt to target
Shia shrines, thus exacerbat-
ing the sectarian strife. In
case the situation in the pil-
grim centres of Najaf and Ka-
bala deteriorates, Basra,
deeper in the south, will be-
come the focal point of evac-
uation. The Foreign Office
spokesman said on Wednes-
day that curfew had been im-

posed in Karbala because of
internal disturbances.

The government appears
inclined to fly Indians trapped
in the war zone, with airports
in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) roped in as additional
points of evacuation in the
contingency plan. If required
IAF planes can join the civil
aviation fleet to carry out the
evacuations.

The sources said the use of
the Navy to pull out people
from Basra and then through
the Persian Gulf is the least
preferred option. 

Centre finalises two-phase plan 
to evacuate Indians from Iraq
Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI: The controversy
surrounding the Supreme
Court judgeship of the
former Solicitor-General,
Gopal Subramanium, refused
to die down as the Congress
on Wednesday curdled the
issue, charging the Narendra
Modi government with
lacking respect for the
judiciary’s independence and
impartiality. 

The party accused the
government of having a
“prejudice” against Mr.
Subramanium.

Highlighting the swiftness
with which Mr.
Subramanium’s name was
segregated from those
selected for appointment as
judges of the Supreme Court,

Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said: “The
government action speaks of
nothing except
prejudice….and the politics
of vendetta.”

Mr. Subramanium was
paying the price for being the
amicus curiae in an alleged
fake encounter case that
took place during Mr. Modi’s
tenure as the Gujarat Chief
Minister.

“This is a serious assault
on the independence of the
judiciary; the mess created
by the government has
extremely serious
ramifications,” Mr. Singhvi
said, stressing that “Gopal
Subramanium saved the
government from
embarrassment by
withdrawing his name from
the nomination list. Reacting

to the CJI’s remarks on
Tuesday slamming the
government’s decision, Mr.
Moily said the Centre’s
decision had shocked the
judicial fraternity. 

“The government is
entering into a danger zone
of confrontation. The
anguish on the part of the
CJI is justified. The process
of appointment of judges has
been well-tested and it
cannot be challenged,” Mr.
Moily said.

“If the NDA government
intends to uphold the
independence of the
judiciary, the Prime Minister
should tender an apology to
the CJI and restore the
sanctity of the decision of
the collegium by accepting
Mr. Subramanium’s name,”
Mr. Moily said.

Centre has prejudice against 
Gopal Subramanium: Congress
Smita Gupta & 
J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The government
of India expressed
satisfaction at the
progress made in
facilitating the return of
Indian nationals from
strife-torn Iraq.

The government
provided air tickets for
commercial flights to
about 530 Indians as of
Wednesday and

authorities were
processing documentation
of about 850 others.

“The facilitation phase
has now gathered
pace…the largest number
of passports [about 350] of
Indian nationals are being
processed in Najaf, 290 in
Karbala, 190 in Basra…and
said Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Syed
Akbaruddin here on
Wednesday.

‘Satisfied with progress’

Mahim Pratap Singh

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of In-
dia R.M. Lodha on Tuesday
said he was shocked and dis-
appointed to know that Gopal
Subramanium had made pub-
lic the letter he wrote to the
CJI on June 25, withdrawing
his consent to be appointed as
a Supreme Court judge.

Narrating the sequence of
events, Justice Lodha said he
had spoken to Mr. Subrama-
nium on June 24 from Russia
and told him that he would
take the matter forward on
his return to India on June
28. However, he was disap-
pointed to know that Mr.
Subramanium had released
his letter to the media before
his return.

“The judiciary cannot react
to media reports,” said the
CJI. 

On his return, he also saw
the file from the government,

returning the proposal of Mr.
Subramanium for reconsid-
eration. “I called Mr. Subra-
manium to my residence and
had a talk with him for 75
minutes. I requested him to
withdraw his letter so that I
could take up the matter with
the other collegium judges for
reconsideration. Mr. Subra-
manium said he would re-
spond the next day. On June
29, I received a six-line letter
from him reiterating his
stand on withdrawing his
consent. In view of this, the
proposal [for recommending
his name by the collegium]
had to be recalled. I discussed
the issue with the members of
the collegium and two future
CJIs and felt there was no
point in pursuing the matter
further.”

Justice Lodha, however,
made it clear that the judi-
ciary would never compro-
mise its independence.

Gopal should not have
made letter public: CJI 
J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: Law Commission of
India chairman Justice A.P.
Shah lauded Chief Justice of
India R.M. Lodha’s move to in-
vite distinguished members of
the Bar as judges of the highest
court.

Referring to the recent con-
troversy over the recommen-
dation of Gopal Subramaiam,
Justice Shah said “I personally
feel this was a significant step
by the CJI. In the past, we had
only a few occasions like this. It
should not happen that this
episode [the recent controver-
sy over the recommendation of
Mr. Subramaniam] will be-
come a setback … lawyers may
not consent [to join the Bench]
because of this controversy.”

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu, he said the Judicial
Appointments Commission
was a step in the right direction
to free judicial appointments
from “inappropriate politicisa-
tion.” “Ultimately, the ratio-
nale of having the Commission
instead of the collegium sys-
tem is to strengthen the quality
of appointments made, pro-
mote diversity and sustain
public confidence in judicial
system,” Justice Shah said.

But the Bill in its current
form remained silent on trans-
parency and offered no role to
the civil society in judicial ap-
pointments. “The mere setting
up of a Judicial Appointments
Commission cannot solve the
problem of the present system
of appointment of judges,” he
stressed.

“The inception of the colle-
gium system was well-inten-
tioned. In all fairness, it did
solve the problem of excessive
executive interference. But on
the whole, the collegium sys-
tem is a solution which has
proved much worse than the
disease,” Justice Shah said.

“Judges are today chosen on
undisclosed criteria in largely
unknown circumstances. Jus-
tice Ruma Pal [a former wom-
an Supreme Court judge]
remarked that it is one of the
best-kept secrets in the coun-
try. The system is completely
opaque,” Justice Shah said.

‘Collegium system: solution
worse than the disease’
Krishnadas Rajagopal

Justice A.P. Shah
says Judicial
Appointments
Commission is a step
in right direction 


