
Our Chakravyuh

Disclaimer 

1. The  views  mentioned  here  do  not  
necessarily  represent  those  of  the  
author. This exercise is just to present  
a case.

2. The author has little expertise on the  
issue  discussed  here.  He  has  never  
visited a naxalite area nor does he ever  
intend to.

You are right – this is inspired from the movie 
“Chakravyuh”.  Naxalism  or  Left  Wing 
Extremism remains an issue most of us remain 
familiarly  unfamiliar  with.  The  movie  raises 
the issue nicely and brings out its many faces – 
perhaps  better  than  any  other  movie  in  my 
generation. 

But you are wrong – this is not any review of 
the movie. The idea here is to derive from the 
movie  the  various  insights  it  offers  and  to 
dwell  upon  the  real  life  questions  which 
naxalism poses.

First and foremost,  what is naxalism? Is it  a 
mere  'law  and  order'  problem?  Or  is  it  the 
much  more  dangerous  but  equally  senseless 
terrorism?  Or  perhaps  a  sinister  attempt  by 
some  foreign  nations  to  destabilize  our 
country?  Is  it  just  a  business  setup  by  the 
naxalites  to  extract  money?  And  are  the 
naxalites  simply  some  miscreants  who  are 
misguiding  and  exploiting  the  'ignorant  and 
illiterate' tribals to their own end? Your answer 
to  this  question  will  invariably  depend upon 
who do you think is  'right'  here and to what 
extent. 

But  keeping  biases  apart  lets  consider  some 
basic facts. This movement has been raging on 
in its present form since at least 45 years. This 
movement has had to face the armed might of 
the  state  continuously  since  almost  its 
beginning.  This  movement  has  only  spread 
since then. And this movement is the strongest 
in some of the most backward tribal areas of 
the republic. What these facts tell me simply is 
that  this  movement  has  got  something  right 
about it. To face the armed might of the state 

and yet to grow like this means the movement 
is popular.  And 45 years is a long time over 
which nobody, however ignorant and illiterate, 
can be fooled. It means this cannot simply be 
dismissed as  a  'law and order'  problem or  'a 
foreign  hand'.  Of  course  in  a  movement  as 
large  and  as  long as  this,  such elements  are 
bound to creep in. But in its core, deep down, 
these  facts  tell  me  that  there  are  genuine 
problems  of  the  tribals  and  this  movement 
genuinely represents them.

So this brings us to our next question – what 
are these grievances? Simple enough, isn't it? 
Ask any MBA student  -  widespread poverty, 
illiteracy,  hunger,  ignorance,  disease.  And to 
address  them  we  need  to  usher  in 
'development'  in  the  area.  This  development 
means  building  roads,  schools,  hospitals  and 
providing employment opportunities.  So why 
haven't we been able to address such issues so 
far? Because – (a) These naxalites don't let us 
build there for they are afraid of losing their 
hold over the tribals, and (b) India is a poor 
country and lacks resources.

None of  the  above  is  false.  There  is  indeed 
widespread  poverty,  illiteracy,  hunger, 
ignorance and disease in the tribal areas and 
these form for genuine grievances. But history 
tells us that people put their lives at stake and 
revolt  not when they have something to gain 
by revolting but when they have something to 
lose by the maintenance of the status quo. And 
the  only thing  which these tribals  possess  is 
their way of life. And in this way of life, their 
land on which they live and depend upon for 
livelihoods is  an integral  part.  Its  only when 
this land is threatened that the tribals will rise 
in revolt.

While  schools,  hospitals  and  employment 
opportunities sound nice and are welcome, the 
reality is that in the model of development we 
follow, these often come with a displacement 
of the tribals from their native lands. And this 
is  where  the  problem starts.  First  of  all  our 
rehabilitation and resettlement policy is  sh*t. 
In the name of compensation for the lost land 
we  pay  literally  peanuts.  It  is  ironical  that 
while  this  law  (of  paying  peanuts  in 
compensation) was brought about in the name 



of social justice (land reforms), today this has 
become  the  single  biggest  weapon  in 
exploiting the oppressed tribals.  Secondly,  in 
many cases even these weak provisions are not 
applied. Tribals are simply evicted by a nexus 
of the government and industrialists and purely 
by brute force. This government – industrialist 
nexus is  so strong even at  the topmost level 
that when there were attempts to empower the 
land owners in the new Land Acquisition Bill 
by paying them a compensation of 4 times the 
official land rate (which itself is 1/10th or 1/20th 

of the market rate in most cases) the industry 
raised  a  big  cry  and  the  government  had  to 
dilute the provisions of the Bill. 

In the mines so built, of course some tribals 
will get jobs and if the  mine owner keeps his 
promise,  a  school  and  a  hospital  would  be 
built. But such gains are a mere fraction of the 
loss of land which they have to endure. And of 
course a smaller percentage still of the profits 
of the mine owner. Mines and dams are capital 
intensive activities – just  how many workers 
are employed in them? And how much are the 
unskilled workers paid out of the mine owner's 
profits? And it  is no secret that over 99% of 
the  coal  mined  or  99%  of  the  electricity 
generated is never utilized in the same area. It 
is just used for the consumption of rest of us – 
the 'citizens' of the republic.

Finally  who  exactly  are  we  to  decide  the 
course of development of these tribals? We are 
the  majority...  so  what?  The  minority  rights 
have to be protected from the tyranny of the 
majority  for building a  just  society.  After  all 
don't we think that the minority Jews also had 
some rights under the majority Nazi Germany? 
Or that the minority Tamilians have a right to 
life in a majority Sinhalese nation? Shouldn't 
the tribals decide for themselves what course 
of development do they want? For a change, 
can we just let them live?

But  how  can  they  decide  –  they  are  too 
ignorant.  Left  to  themselves  they  will  never 
choose a developmental path and may remain 
forever in ignorance.  “Like school kids... they  
need a master...” Aah...  doesn't  that begin to 
sound now like the British paternalism which 
made for the moral foundation of the Raj? 

And  if  we  argue  that  we  need  those 
resources not for them but for us, then haven't 
we removed even the  mask of  'development 
for them' here? Isn't this naked colonialism?

So does this mean that we should not utilize 
the tribal resources at all? If that be the case, 
what  will  happen  to  the  number  called 
'growth'? What will happen to the rest of us – 
the  citizens?  Well  imagine  if  some  alien 
species  wants  to  destroy  Earth  tomorrow  to 
make way for an interstellar expressway1? Isn't 
it  development?  Would  we  support  it?  Of 
course not... just because we happen to be on 
the other side of the table this time. We would 
argue that anything which happens to the Earth 
should  be  done  with  the  consent  of  the 
Earthlings.  Shouldn't  we  apply  the  same 
concept when it comes to the 'development' of 
the  tribal  areas?  Shouldn't  we  create  an 
enabling environment for the development of 
strong self governing institutions in tribal areas 
and  then  require  their  free  and  fair  consent 
before doing anything which affects them in a 
significant way? That I believe would be the 
way out of this Chakravyuh.

1 Borrowed from “A Hitch Hiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy”.


